


Birds also have wings 
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to help them fly. But 
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not all wings are the 


same, and not all 

t 

birds fly in the same 
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way. Some birds soar. 

•-* ‘ • • 

: V : : - : 1 ' ‘ «£ ;• : : ‘ 

some birds flap their 
wings quickly. Some 
birds hover, some 
birds dive, and some 


birds cannot fly at 


all! Look at a hi id's 


wings and you can 


tell a lot about how. 


or if, the bird will fly. 


The long, pointed wings of a 
gull or die broad wings of an 
eagle are made for soaring. 
Wind and rising currents of air 
push up against the broad 
surface of the bird’s wing. The 
bird can glide slowly downward 
through the rising air without 
moving its wings. 






The wings of a pigeon or duck are general -purpose wings. 
They are made for flying from place to place, not for 
soaring. 


Can you see the 
hummingbird's tiny 
wings? It heats them 
so quickly they look 
like a blur! The 
hummingbird can 
hover in one place 
while it sips nectar 
from a flower. It can 
even fly backwards! 






Many birds are capable of long-distance flight. Look up to 
the sky in the spring or autumn, and you may see birds 
migrating. The greater snow goose flies from the Arctic to 
the southern United States or Mexico every autumn. 
Thousands of these geese stop for a rest in Cap Tourmente, 
Quebec, during their long journey. 


Birds are soaring, diving, gliding. Birds arc swooping 
flapping, hovering. Birds arc on the wing! 



